DEMOCRACY   IN  INDIA                             17

truly democratic, they must become courageously non-
violent. It is a blasphemy to say that non-violence can
only be practised by individuals and never by nations
which are composed of individuals.
Harijan,  12-ll-*38

The very essence of democracy is that every person
represents all the varied interests which compose the
nation. It is true that it does not exclude and should
not exclude special representation of special interests,
but such representation is not its test. It is a sign of its
imperfection.
Harijan,  22-4-'39

The democracy or the Swaraj of the masses can
never come through untruthful and violent means, for
the simple reason that the natural corollary to their
use would be to remove all opposition through the
suppression or extermination of the antagonists. That
does not make for individual freedom. Individual freedom
can have the fullest play only under a regime of un-
adulterated Ahimsa.
Harijan, 2 7-5-'39

A free democratic India will gladly associate herself
with other free nations for mutual defence against
aggression and for economic co-operation. She will work
for the establishment of a real world order based on
freedom and democracy, utilizing the world's knowledge
and resources for the progress and advancement of
humanity.

Harijan, 23~9-'39

My notion of democracy is that under it the weakest
should have the same opportunity as the strongest.
That can never happen except through non-violence.

I. D.-2